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‘It is important to note that the peasants mass confiscation of land and property of Russian landed
states was termed as peasant revolution by Lenin. Lenin calls it final consummation of land
question, the kernel of the bourgeois democratic revolution, by the proletarian revolution. We
have seen above how much importance Lenin ascribes to its combining with proletarian revolution
for the easy victory of the proletariat over the proletariat in the struggle for power in the cities.”’
(Apologists Are Just Short Of Saying “Red Salute To Corporates” [2nd Instalment], ‘The Truth’)

(71T &H17T)
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“In short, the proletariat seized power together with the peasants a whole which didn’t include
erstwhile landlords and rural bourgeoise. They were to be expropriated forth with without delay and
any compensation and the real proletarian revolution in the rural districts began only in the summer
of the next year, almost eight months after seizing power in the cities. The true fact about it is that it
was stirred and waged from above giving assistance to the poor peasants after realising that kulaks
are grabbing most of the confiscated land and properties of the landed estates through the existing
communes where they were in dominant position historically. This happens after eight months of
assuming state power in the cities. Even then, expropriation of the kulaks was not on the immediate
agenda of the party or the state as we have seen.”’(Apologists Are Just Short Of Saying “Red Salute
To Corporates” [2nd Instalment], ‘The Truth’)
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“It is the alliance between the proletariat and the peasants in general that reveals the bourgeois
character of the revolution, for the peasants in general are small producers who exist on the basis of
commodity production. Further, the Bolsheviks then added, the proletariat will win over the entire
semi-proletariat (all the working and exploited people), will neutralise the middle peasants and
overthrow the bourgeoisie; this will be a socialist revolution, as distinct from a bourgeois-democratic
revolution.

“Having completed the bourgeois-democratic revolution in alliance with the peasants as a whole,
the Russian proletariat finally passed on to the socialist revolution when it succeeded in splitting the
rural population, in winning over the rural proletarians and semi-proletarians, and in uniting
them against the kulaks and the bourgeoisie, including the peasant bourgeoisie.” (Lenin, The
Proletarian Revolution and Renegade Kautsky, emphasis ours)
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THTSTATE % SIAgTH &7 AHIaheo w2 T 82 o\ o902 Fd g o a8 A srardt &1 a1 o &
oI Freerfaet § TRTSTATR-HITea AT % FIEAFH F T [Gedl T a7 forT o

“We showed how we achieve it on October 26, 1917, when we took that part of the programme
of the Socialist-Revolutionaries which supports the peasants and put it into operation in full. In
that way we showed that the peasant who had been exploited by the landowners, who lives by his
own labour and does not profiteer, finds a true protector in the worker sent to him by the central state
authority. In this way we have effected concord with the peasants.” (Lenin, Seventh All-Russia
Congress of Soviets)
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“In October 1917 we seized power together with the peasants as a whole. This was a bourgeois
revolution, inasmuch as the class struggle in the rural districts had not yet developed. As I have
said, the real proletarian revolution in the rural districts began only in the summer of 1918. Had we
not succeeded in stirring up this revolution our work would have been incomplete. The first stage
was the seizure of power in the cities and the establishment of the Soviet form of government.
The second stage was one which is fundamental for all socialists and without which socialists
are not socialists, namely, to single out the proletarian and semi-proletarian elements in the
rural districts and to ally them to the urban proletariat in order to wage the struggle against
the bourgeoisie in the countryside. This stage is also in the main completed. The organisations
we originally created for this purpose, the Poor Peasants’ Committees, had become so consolidated
that we found it possible to replace them by properly elected Soviets, i.e., to reorganise the village
Soviets so as to make them the organs of class rule, the organs of proletarian power in the rural
districts. Such measures as the law on socialist land settlement and the measures for the transition to
socialist farming, which was passed not very long ago by the Central Executive Committee and with
which everybody is, of course, familiar, sum up our experience from the point of view of our
proletarian revolution.”” (Lenin, Eighth Congress of the R.C.P.(B.), emphasis ours)
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“At the present time the national and agrarian questions are fundamental questions for the
petty-bourgeois sections of the population of Russia. This is indisputable. And on both these



questions the proletariat is "not isolated" — farther from it than ever. It has the majority of the
people behind it. It alone is capable of pursuing such a determined, genuinely "revolutionary-
democratic" policy on both questions which would immediately ensure the proletarian state power
not only the support of the majority of the population, but also a real outburst of revolutionary
enthusiasm among the people. This is because, for the first time, the people would not see the
ruthless oppression of peasants by landowners and of Ukrainians by Great Russians on the part of the
government, as was the case under tsarism, nor the effort to continue the same policy camouflaged in
pompous phrases under the republic, nor nagging, insult, chicanery, procrastination, underhand
dealing and evasions (all that with which Kerensky rewards the peasants and the oppressed nations),
but would receive warm sympathy proved by deeds, immediate and revolutionary measures against
the landowners, immediate restitution of fu// freedom for Finland, the Ukraine, Byelorussia, for the
Moslems, and so on.” (Lenin, Can the Bolsheviks Retain State Power?)
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“I am deeply convinced that the Soviets will make the independent activity of the masses a reality
more quickly and effectively than will a parliamentary republic (I shall compare the two types of
states in greater detail in another letter). They will more effectively, more practically and more
correctly decide what steps can be taken towards socialism and how these steps should be
taken. Control over abank, the merging of all banks into one, is not yet socialism, but it is a step
towards socialism. Today such steps are being taken in Germany by the Junkers and the bourgeoisie
against the people. Tomorrow the Soviet will be able to take these steps more effectively for the
benefit of the people if the whole state power is in its hands.

“What compels such steps?



“Famine. Economic disorganisation. Imminent collapse. The horrors of war. The horrors of the
wounds inflicted on mankind by the war.” (Lenin, Letters on Tactics)
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“America provides the most graphic confirmation of the truth emphasized by Marx
in Capital, Volume 111, that capitalism in agriculture does not depend on the form of land ownership
or land tenure. Capital finds the most diverse types of medieval and patriarchal landed
property—feudal, “peasant allotments” (i.e., the holdings of bonded peasants); clan,
communal, state, and other forms of land ownership. Capital takes hold of all these, employing
a variety of ways and methods.

“Remember Marx’s Capital. In it you will find references to the extreme variety of forms of land
ownership, such as feudal, clan, communal (and primitive-squatter), state, etc., which capitalism
encounters when it makes its appearance on the historical scene. Capital subordinates to itself all



these varied forms of land ownership and remolds them after its own fashion, and if one is to
understand, evaluate and express this process in statistical terms, one must learn to modify the
formulation of the question and the methods of investigation in accordance with the
changing form of the process. Capitalism subordinates to itself all these forms of land
ownership: communal-allotment holdings in Russia; squatter tracts or holdings regulated by
free distribution in a democratic or a feudal state, as in Siberia or the American Far West; the
slave-holding estates in the American South, and the semi-feudal landholdings of the “purely
Russian” gubernias. In all these cases, the development and victory of capitalism is similar, though
not identical in form.” (Lenin, New Data on the Laws Governing the Development of Capitalism
in Agriculture)
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“The passing of state power from one class to another is the first, the principal, the basic sign of a
revolution, both in the strictly scientific and in the practical political meaning of that term.

“To this extent, the bourgeois, or the bourgeois-democratic, revolution in Russia is completed.

“But at this point we hear a clamour of protest from people who readily call themselves “old
Bolsheviks”. Didn’t we always maintain, they say, that the bourgeois-democratic revolution is
completed only by the “revolutionary-democratic dictatorship of the proletariat and the
peasantry”? Is the agrarian revolution, which is also a bourgeois-democratic revolution,
completed? Is it not a fact, on the contrary, that it has not even started?

“My answer is: The Bolshevik slogans and ideas on the whole have been confirmed by history;
but concretely things have worked out diflerently; they are more original, more peculiar, more
variated than anyone could have expected.

“To ignore or overlook this fact would mean taking after those “old Bolsheviks” who more than once
already have played so regrettable a role in the history of our Party by reiterating formulas
senselessly learned by rote instead of studying the specific features of the new and living reality.

“The revolutionary-democratic dictatorship of the proletariat and the peasantry” has already
become a reality in the Russian revolution, for this “formula” envisages only a relation of
classes, and not a concrete political institution implementing this relation, this co-operation.



“The Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies”—there you have the “revolutionary-democratic
dictatorship of the proletariat and the peasantry” already accomplished in reality.”” (Lenin, Letters
on Tactics, emphasis ours)
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“Beginning with April 1917, however, long before the October Revolution, that is, long before we
assumed power, we publicly declared and explained to the people: the revolution cannot now stop at
this stage, for the country has marched forward, capitalism has advanced, ruin has reached fantastic
dimensions, which (whether one likes it or not) will demand steps forward, to socialism. For there is
no other way of advancing, of saving the war-weary country and of alleviating the sufferings of the
working and exploited people.

“Things have turned out just as we said they would. The course taken by the revolution has
confirmed the correctness of our reasoning. First, with the “whole” of the peasants against the
monarchy, against the landowners, against medievalism (and to that extent the revolution
remains bourgeois, bourgeois-democratic). Then, with the poor peasants, with the semi-
proletarians, with all the exploited, against capitalism, including the rural rich, the kulaks, the
profiteers, and to that extent the revolution becomes a socialist one. To attempt to raise an
artificial Chinese Wall between the first and second, to separate them by anything else than the
degree of preparedness of the proletariat and the degree of its unity with the poor peasants,
means to distort Marxism dreadfully, to vulgarise it, to substitute liberalism in its place. It
means smuggling in a reactionary defence of the bourgeoisie against the socialist proletariat by
means of quasi-scientific references to the progressive character of the bourgeoisie in comparison
with medievalism.” (Lenin, The Proletarian revolution and The Renegade Kautsky)
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“But it would be no less a mistake to forget the reality, which reveals the fact that an agreement,
or—to use a more exact, less legal, but more class-economic term—-class collaboration exists
between the bourgeoisie and the peasantry.

“When this fact ceases to be a fact, when the peasantry separates from the bourgeoisie, seizes the
land and power despite the bourgeoisie, that will be a new stage in the bourgeois-democratic
revolution; and that matter will be dealt with separately.

“A Marxist who, in view of the possibility of such a future stage, were to forget his duties in the
present, when the peasantry is in agreement with the bourgeoisie, would turn petty bourgeois.
For he would in practice be preaching to the proletariat confidence in the petty bourgeoisie (“this
petty bourgeoisie, this peasantry, must separate from the bourgeoisie while the bourgeois-democratic
revolution is still on”). Because of the “possibility” of so pleasing and sweet a future, in which
the peasantry would not be the tail of the bourgeoisie, in which the Socialist-Revolutionaries,
the Chkheidzes, Tseretelis, and Steklovs would nof be an appendage of the bourgeois
government—because of the “possibility” of so pleasing a future, he would be forgetting the
unpleasant present, in which the peasantry still forms the tail of the bourgeoisie, and in which
the Socialist- Revolutionaries and Social-Democrats have not yet given up their role as an appendage
of the bourgeois government, as “His Majesty” Lvov’s Opposition.

“This hypothetical person would resemble a sweetish Louis Blanc, or a sugary Kautskyite, but
certainly not a revolutionary Marxist.” (Lenin, Letters on Tactics)
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“Lenin and the Bolshevik didn’t waver on this point only because they had well studied and were
well in control of the teachings of Marx and Engels on the question of attitude of communists
towards different sections of peasants. They knew peasant bourgeoisie and rural capitalists were not
the same thing otherwise they wouldn’t have gone for a proletarian revolution with the peasantry as



whole on its side as capitalists were all expropriated.” (Apologists are just short of saying red salute
to Corporates, ‘The Truth’, Issue no. 12)
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“For the bourgeosie in above mentioned quote he explains that this word is however not a synonym
of rural bourgeoisie. He means here peasant bourgeoisie. We will see that Lenin used the word ‘rich
peasant’ not for bourgeoisie, though rural bourgeoisie develop from rich peasants. Stalin writes in
HCPSU about it. He says — “From among the more well-to-do peasants there was emerging an upper
layer of kulaks, the rural bourgeoisie.” It means rural bourgeoise was constituted of the upper layer
of kulaks. Stalin once again writes — “This peasant bourgeoisie was growing rich .... developing into
rural capitalists”. Here also, he differentiates between the two. (p.6, HCPSU,)

“Even in respect of the rich peasants we do not say as resolutely as we do of the bourgeoisie (Here it
is clear that Lenin didn’t consider the rich peasants per se as bourgeoisie.)” (Apologists are just short
of saying red salute to Corporates, ‘The Truth’, Issue no. 12)

ITSF 3@ Thd g (o AgrEted ‘o gy’ T8t |ar% a1 U 9q1 @ & o get e e e
oIt ITERoT gtiafer ant /gt grar 2

AT FrZqTa HF 4T AFRATT T § TG W 3@ o &

“TIAAA AT T AT F-HAT ST ITh qAThITord [T T T F Ha | 919 F:d g, a7 9g
TRATITCH i< 7 &9 § T@d g1d 21 981 3T 98 Icared daei % ded § A= #x9 & av =
TIRATOITCHF FTT T AT FL < 21 THHRT Ta9 I2T IITEL0 A ¢ T 30 <@d ¢ 1o o I T
TRt % T & arge % asft remt, [k et Gremet & & wet, afy fraret i ity g am
2, FAITR Scures gaet a7 et = sufds Ferdt & "t § 37 92 o= e auT o e siw
FTE TALT TrET | L ETe 2

“ZT, TF Fh g, 98 T2 & T g7 5" FFam gepemstt a1 ara-dia e #gd 8, dae S& arHror
Tl g 77 2 97 g o gt fiafa s it (v gy F wanee o A T9R) 72 %
g o\ IH et o 3T gSharet T &g 38 g1 X 39 Y da¥ &l Fie &, foaH osaf &7
ATAT Sia¥ € Al 9 &7 § A1 siaq¥ #is[g el 8, a7 gART a1q § i Jfa it a1q § 12 sidv
Tt 2l

“TH HY W AT AT AT 6 A= ST e g g 9T 3q47 2 (% g0 o @ra-dia e 6 frar

Fr ST AT 81 A BT & ThaT @ T g et =il & 59 910 ¥ THed § 3 I A & we
AT AL ATH | T gFqT g1” (“HTaral Haw fi At Saeartat @ gaer saE [3),

TAT)




1! FIT TS ¥ S el AT § F7EG7q ] 727 FTATILET | Tq T8 B T § 1% Sraid q1T
HET 21 29 919 9% Au=tad w7 foar § O gw Tt e #1 S 9 & g € S 3= T =fie
FIE O AL AT § [HX G6aT 21”7 Aqad 99T HS Tohe SATH T AT Tt A1 ol a1 I8
g aaT orsft off TRIEs T X AT Bl 779 77 [7 AT 7IAT FT ANCT g aTahl gaar |
T AT qIeATSH AT agT T S qw o #T o O FEr 9 F 0k oA @ H g
[BEIL

A s o & =1 ‘TR (el & 39 95 U¥ g5 AA=T § a7 Haad & 937 | &l Feara
T g FaTaEd avaigal A gl AT Tg a6 &I el agT §l 99 ST + “Agrat=a” o= o
TH HES TY S ATAd U I gTAT I TU & ST I AT TEI-TET To9d F9 % (o0 9 U a1
he qoT foFed % Foaeliell w¥ gu “AE®” FEE-TOMATH FT T8 gl dfehd AT F2d g0 a9

HTZHTT AT EEATEIR &0 g 8| THCU d 9 T4T Tas 9el FId g0 aard & o6 A+ Icarad
Tqeaeer T AT H TR o[t FT GS( i Fgd 2l

AN F72e7 AIAT Fddh AT TEd gU TAqT g (9 A\ a7 H9Y o qrehliorn e T 39
H qRATITHT Sa< &l 19 § T@d 8 oiT UH | T S el ohT Geiafa a8t Tgd 8| graiih
FI9 @gld & @7 727 T “G-HAY AT I qTchTiersd F9= T I FT gIETe9s a& ad g af
Ieg FATAT ATV T 7g “Areawtiord MO F I TF ¢ T GHMET FAT gram g, FFi1h IcqTad
Tl 1 AT a8 Tl o FHALT Ul o gaTel ¥ 9 gl T UHEH JNH a71d g T TeAT & &I fhard
TEIad AUAT T8 ol AT &l AT UF FTAFIET § dealel FLAT 918 T @ A UHT Fd 9¢ Tg
HEIET ¥ X % 2 2| T8 “Agrivas” Fad Sveid a9 a7 579 ga+ 7g femmr & 38 afaw g
FAr T TR (AT AT AATHT o A H FIS AERET A6l @ AT 98 IS a1 T8 gl gA
et T &7 grzgra it =T | wgr A

“ITH AATT ARG § gl FE T T (TF Bl F FIT B F FEH7) a8 e
LTS & ST 30T a2 ToIaTe hafaat & s vase g =iv adgrr ot & 7 g1 39 ar agrs
g & o TAH-H1H a0 % 999 5o (ged Y =0 997 ATTRET GoF & g9 & o Fdee 46 &
ATE AT | ST 8, AR F72a7a & agTedl ¥ F97 qaad? 98 aqrd g oh 9 § &=t
e steare sfagm &1 w9 &t avg &t ol § e aerar g1 o+t e & aar § ol grer |
FaH I GHEL TATT AT TedT & AT G (hald gl 3l d%d ! a8 i &l 3T FL aaTd g
TR (TSl Y ST FoFerTe ATt 2 ST FSrEeT o1 o(am af =i &-

“In October we confined ourselves to sweeping away at one blow the age-old enemy of the peasants,
the feudal landowner, the big landed proprietor. This was a struggle in which all the peasants joined.
At this stage the peasants were not yet divided into proletarians, semi-proletarians, poor peasants and
bourgeoisie.” (Lenin, Proletarian Revolution and Renegade Kautsky)
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“Classes are large groups of people differing from each other by the place they occupy in a
historically determined system of social production, by their relation (in most cases fixed and
formulated in law) to the means of production, by their role in the social organisation of labour, and,
consequently, by the dimensions of the share of social wealth of which they dispose and the mode of
acquiring it. Classes are groups of people one of which can appropriate the labour of another
owing to the different places they occupy in a definite system of social economy.” (Lenin, A
Great Beginning)
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“Capitalists may be small or big, foolish or clever, but this is not a criterion of capitalism.
Capitalism means producing commodities and hiring wage-labour.” (Lenin, There’s a
Trudovik for You!)
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“As a matter of fact, the vast majority of the “small and medium” peasants to whom the Left
Narodniks are fond of referring without discrimination, either sell or buy labour-power, either
hire themselves out or hire labour. That is the crux of the matter, which the bourgeois “labour
economy” theory obscures.

“The proletarian says to the small peasant: you are a semi-proletarian, so follow the lead of the
workers; it is your only salvation.

“The bourgeois says to the small peasant: you are a small proprietor, a “labouring farmer”. Labour
economy “grows” under capitalism as well. You should be with the proprietors, not with the
proletariat.

“The small proprietor has two souls: one is a proletarian and the other a “proprietory” soul.

“The Left Narodniks are, in effect, repeating the theories of the bourgeoisie and corrupting the small
peasants with “proprietory” illusions. That is why the Marxists relentlessly combat this bourgeois
corruption of the small peasants (and backward workers) by the Left Narodniks.” (Lenin, The Left
Narodniks Whitewash the Bourgeoisie)
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“On the other hand, the difference in the class status of the small farmers and the hired labourers is
here thrown into especially sharp relief. To be sure, both labour; to be sure, both are subject to
exploitation by capital, though in entirely different forms. But only vulgar bourgeois democrats will
for this reason put the two different classes together and speak of small-scale operations by family
farms. To do so is to cover up and disguise the social system of the economy—its bourgeois
nature—and push into the foreground a feature common to al/ earlier formations, namely, the
necessity for the petty farmer to work, to engage in personal, physical labour, if he is to survive.

“Under capitalism, the small farmer—whether he wants to or not, whether he is aware of it or
not—becomes a commodity producer. And it is this change that is fundamental, for it alone,
even when he does not as yet exploit hired labour, makes him a petty bourgeois and converts
him into an antagonist of the proletariat. He sells his product, while the proletarian sells his
labour-power. The small farmers, as a class, cannot but seek a rise in the prices of agricultural
products, and this is tantamount to their joining the big landowners in sharing the ground-
rent, and siding with the landowners against the rest of society. As commodity production
develops, the small farmer, in accordance with his class status, inevitably becomes a petty landed
proprietor.

“...But it is quite possible, on the contrary, to imagine a state of affairs—indeed, such a situation is
even typical of capitalism—where an improvement in the condition of the small farmers, as a class,
results from their alliance with the big landlords, their participation in exacting a higher
ground-rent from society as a whole, the contradictions arising between them and the mass of
proletarians and semi-proletarians, who depend, entirely or at least mostly, on the sale of their
labour-power.” (Lenin, New Data on the Laws Governing the Development of Capitalism in
Agriculture, emphasis ours)
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“Lenin said that the individual peasantry is the last capitalist class. Is that thesis correct? Yes, it is

absolutely correct. Why is the individual peasantry defined as the last capitalist class? Because, of
the two main classes of which our society is composed, the peasantry is the class whose economy is
based on private property and small commodity production. Because the peasantry, as long as it
remains an individual peasantry carrying on small commodity production, produces capitalists from
its midst, and cannot help producing them, constantly and continuously.

“This fact is of decisive importance for us in the question of our Marxist attitude to the problem of
the alliance between the working class and the peasantry. This means that we need, not just any kind
of alliance with the peasantry, but only such an alliance as is based on the struggle against the
capitalist elements of the peasantry.

“As you see, Lenin’s thesis about the peasantry being the last capitalist class not only does not
contradict the idea of an alliance between the working class and the peasantry, but, on the contrary,
supplies the basis for this alliance as an alliance between the working class and the majority of the
peasantry directed against the capitalist elements in general and against the capitalist elements of the
peasantry in the countryside in particular.

“Lenin advanced this thesis in order to show that the alliance between the working class and the
peasantry can be stable only if it is based on the struggle against those capitalist elements which the
peasantry produces from its midst.”’ (Stalin, Right wing deviation in CPSU (B))
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“Having completed the bourgeois-democratic revolution in alliance with the peasants as a whole,
the Russian proletariat finally passed on to the socialist revolution when it succeeded in splitting the
rural population, in winning over the rural proletarians and semi-proletarians, and in uniting
them against the kulaks and the bourgeoisie, including the peasant bourgeoisie.” (Lenin, The
Proletarian Revolution and Renegade Kautsky, emphasis ours)
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“The landowners and capitalists are generally opposed to full and undivided power being vested in
the Soviets of Peasants’ Deputies in the countryside; but if these Soviets are unavoidable, then we
had better confine ourselves to them alone, for_the rich peasants are also capitalists. (Lenin,
POLITICAL PARTIES IN RUSSIA AND THE TASKS OF THE PROLETARIAT, Collected Works,
Vol-24, p. 104, emphasis ours)
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“In order that the rich peasants—who are themselves capitalists—may not wrong and deceive the
agricultural labourers and the poor peasants, it will be necessary for the latter either to confer, to
combine, to unite separately, or to set up Soviets of Agricultural Labourers’ Deputies of their own.
(Lenin, Speech delivered at a meeting of Soldiers of the Izmailovsky Regiment, APRIL 10 (23),
1917, emphasis ours)
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“Consequently, the well-to-do peasants (the top two groups) engage in what is commercial
cultivation, and secure a gross money income ranging from 574 to 1,500 rubles per annum. This
commercial cultivation then becomes capitalist farming, for the areas cultivated by the well-to-
do peasants exceed the family labour norm (i.e., the amount of land that a family can cultivate
by its own labour), and compel them to resort to the hiring of workers: in the three northern
uyezds of Taurida Gubernia, the author estimates, the well-to-do peasants hire over 14,000 rural
workers. The poor peasants, on the contrary, “provide workers” (over 5,000), that is, resort to the
sale of their labour-power, since the income from cultivating the land amounts, in the 5 to 10 dess.
group, for example, to only about 30 rubles in cash per household. We observe here,
consequently, the very process of the creation of a home market that is dealt with by the theory
of capitalist production—the “home market” grows as a result of the conversion into a
commodity of the product of commercial, entrepreneur farming, on the one hand, and of the
conversion into a commodity of the labour-power sold by the badly-off peasants, on the other.

“We see, accordingly, that the well-to-do peasants, notwithstanding the fact that they are best
provided with allotment land, concentrate in their hands the bulk of the purchased and the
rented land and turn into small landowners and capitalist farmers...

“Thus the well-to-do peasantry are far better supplied with implements than the poor and even
the middle peasantry. It is sufficient to glance at this table to see how totally fictitious are the
“average” figures which people are so fond of bringing into play when they talk of the “peasantry”.
The commercial cultivation of the peasant bourgeoisie is accompanied here by commercial
livestock farming, namely, the breeding of coarse-wool sheep. Regarding implements, we shall
quote in addition figures for improved implements, which we have taken from Zemstvo statistical
returns. Out of the total reaping and mowing machines (3,061), 2,841, or 92.8%, belong to the
peasant bourgeoisie (5 of the total households).

“The further the penetration of commodity production into crop cultivation, and, consequently, the
keener the competition among the agriculturists, the struggle for land and for economic
independence, the more vigorously must this law be manifested, a law which leads to the ousting of
the middle and poor peasants by the peasant bourgeoisie.” (Lenin, The Development of
Capitalism in Russia, Chapter I1. The Differentiation of the Peasantry, our emphasis)
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‘It means that procurement price the collective farms got from the state contained cost plus the value
of collective peasants’ own labour power. Hence what was paid above cost by the Soviet State was
equal (in money for or in kind) to the value of the peasants’ own labour power. And hence we can
conclude that a Soviet collective farm peasant was paid above cost but what was above the cost can
be considered to be the value of his own labour power.”” (What the new apologists of corporates are
and how they fight against the revolutionaries, ‘The Truth’, Issue 11)
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“What I want to prove here is that in socialism, labour power is not sold or bought it is true but its
value remains in existence.

“So, it is only necessary labour that belongs to him (a worker) under capitalism. What happens under
socialism, as we have mentioned above, too is that Under socialism, the total labour belongs to him,
either directly or indirectly. When directly, his wages i.e. the value of his labour power increases
which will get reflected.” (Here Comes Alive Not one but many inverted Don Quixotes! ‘The Truth’,
Issue- 12)
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“What economists therefore call value of labour, is in fact the value of labour-power, as it exists in
the personality of the labourer, which is as different from its function, labour, as a machine is from

the work it performs...” (“HTaEaTal f=as” FT SATH"a TaLaTHOMAT T AT 5419 [3], ‘TAT)
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Power into Wages”, ¥ fasaq@#® =41 i1 g

“On the surface of bourgeois society the wage of the labourer appears as the price of labour, a certain
quantity of money that is paid for a certain quantity of labour. Thus people speak of the value of
labour and call its expression in money its necessary or natural price. On the other hand they
speak of the market-prices of labour, i.e., prices oscillating above or below its natural price. But
what is the value of a commodity? The objective form of the social labour expended in its
production. And how do we measure the quantity of this value? By the quantity of the labour
contained in it. How then is the value, e.g., of a 12 hour working-day to be determined? By the
12 working-hours contained in a working day of 12 hours, which is an absurd tautology.”

(Marx, Capital, Volume-1) (577 §7777)
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“That which comes directly face to face with the possessor of money on the market, is in fact not
labour, but the labourer. What the latter sells is his labour-power. As soon as his labour actually
begins, it has already ceased to belong to him; it can therefore no longer be sold by him. Labour is
the substance, and the immanent measure of value, but has itself no value.

“In the expression “value of labour,” the idea of value is not only completely obliterated, but
actually reversed. It is an expression as imaginary as the value of the earth. These imaginary
expressions, arise, however, from the relations of production themselves. They are categories for the
phenomenal forms of essential relations. That in their appearance things often represent themselves
in inverted form is pretty well known in every science except Political Economy.

“Classical Political Economy borrowed from every-day life the category “price of labour”
without further criticism, and then simply asked the question, how is this price determined? It
soon recognized that the change in the relations of demand and supply explained in regard to the
price of labour, as of all other commodities, nothing except its changes i.e., the oscillations of the
market-price above or below a certain mean. If demand and supply balance, the oscillation of prices
ceases, all other conditions remaining the same. But then demand and supply also cease to explain
anything. The price of labour, at the moment when demand and supply are in equilibrium, is its
natural price, determined independently of the relation of demand and supply. And how this
price is determined is just the question. Or a larger period of oscillations in the market-price is
taken, e.g., a year, and they are found to cancel one the other, leaving a mean average quantity, a
relatively constant magnitude. This had naturally to be determined otherwise than by its own
compensating variations. This price which always finally predominates over the accidental
market-prices of labour and regulates them, this “necessary price” (Physiocrats) or “natural
price” of labour (Adam Smith) can, as with all other commodities, be nothing else than its
value expressed in money. In this way Political Economy expected to penetrate athwart the
accidental prices of labour, to the value of labour. As with other commodities, this value was
determined by the cost of production. But what is the cost of production - of the labourer, i.e.,
the cost of producing or reproducing the labourer himself? This question unconsciously
substituted itself in Political Economy for the original one; for the search after the cost of production
of labour as such turned in a circle and never left the spot. What economists therefore call value of
labour, is in fact the value of labour-power, as it exists in the personality of the labourer, which
is as different from its function, labour, as a machine is from the work it performs. Occupied
with the difference between the market-price of labour and its so-called value, with the relation
of this value to the rate of profit, and to the values of the commodities produced by means of
labour, &c., they never discovered that the course of the analysis had led not only from the
market-prices of labour to its presumed value, but had led to the resolution of this value of
labour itself into the value of labour-power. Classical economy never arrived at a consciousness
of the results of its own analysis; it accepted uncritically the categories “value of labour,”
“natural price of labour,” &c., as final and as adequate expressions for the value-relation
under consideration, and was thus led, as will be seen later, into inextricable confusion and
contradiction, while it offered to the vulgar economists a secure basis of operations for their
shallowness, which on principle worships appearances only.

“Let us next see how value (and price) of labour-power, present themselves in this transformed
condition as wages.

“We know that the daily value of labour-power is calculated upon a certain length of the labourer’s
life, to which, again, corresponds a certain length of working day. Assume the habitual working day
as 12 hours, the daily value of labour-power as 3s., the expression in money of a value that embodies
6 hours of labour. If the labourer receives 3s., then he receives the value of his labourpower
functioning through 12 hours. If, now, this value of a day’s labour-power is expressed as the value of
a day’s labour itself, we have the formula: Twelve hours’ labour has a value of 3s. The value of
labour-power thus determines the value of labour, or, expressed in money, its necessary price.



If, on the other hand, the price of labour-power differs from its value, in like manner the price
of labour differs from its so-called value.

“As the value of labour is only an irrational expression for the value of labour-power, it
follows, of course, that the value of labour must always be less than the value it produces, for the
capitalist always makes labour-power work longer than is necessary for the reproduction of its own
value. In the above example, the value of the labour-power that functions through 12 hours is 3s., a
381 Chapter 19 value for the reproduction of which 6 hours are required. The value which the
labour-power produces is, on the other hand, 6s., because it, in fact, functions during 12 hours, and
the value it produces depends, not on its own value, but on the length of time it is in action. Thus, we
have a result absurd at first sight that labour which creates a value of 6s. possesses a value of 3s.

“We see, further: The value of 3s. by which a part only of the working day — i.e., 6 hours’ labour-is
paid for, appears as the value or price of the whole working day of 12 hours, which thus includes 6
hours unpaid for. The wage form thus extinguishes every trace of the division of the working
day into necessary labour and surplus labour, into paid and unpaid labour. All labour appears
as paid labour. In the corvée, the labour of the worker for himself, and his compulsory labour for
his lord, differ in space and time in the clearest possible way. In slave labour, even that part of the
working day in which the slave is only replacing the value of his own means of existence, in which,
therefore, in fact, he works for himself alone, appears as labour for his master. All the slave’s labour
appears as unpaid labour. In wage labour, on the contrary, even surplus labour, or unpaid
labour, appears as paid. There the property-relation conceals the labour of the slave for
himself; here the money-relation conceals the unrequited labour of the wage labourer.

“Hence, we may understand the decisive importance of the transformation of value and price
of labour-power into the form of wages, or into the value and price of labour itself. This
phenomenal form, which makes the actual relation invisible, and, indeed, shows the direct
opposite of that relation, forms the basis of all the juridical notions of both labourer and
capitalist, of all the mystifications of the capitalistic mode of production, of all its illusions as to
liberty, of all the apologetic shifts of the vulgar economists.

“If history took a long time to get at the bottom of the mystery of wages, nothing, on the other hand,
is more easy to understand than the necessity, the raison d’etre, of this phenomenon.

“The exchange between capital and labour at first presents itself to the mind in the same guise as the
buying and selling of all other commodities. The buyer gives a certain sum of money, the seller an
article of a nature different from money. The jurist’s consciousness recognizes in this, at most, a
material difference, expressed in the juridically equivalent formula: “Do ut des, do ut facias, facio ut
des, facio ut facias.”

“Furthermore, exchange-value and use-value, being intrinsically incommensurable
magnitudes, the expressions “value of labour,” “price of labour,” do not seem more irrational
than the expressions “value of cotton,” “price of cotton.” Moreover, the labourer is paid after he
has given his labour. In its function of means of payment, money realizes subsequently the value or
price of the article supplied — i.e., in this particular case, the value or price of the labour supplied.
Finally, the usevalue supplied by the labourer to the capitalist is not, in fact, his labour-power,
but its function, some definite useful labour, the work of tailoring, shoemaking, spinning, &c.
That this same labour is, on the other hand, the universal value-creating element, and thus
possesses a property by which it differs from all other commodities, is beyond the cognizance of
the ordinary mind.

“Let us put ourselves in the place of the labourer who receives for 12 hours’ labour, say the value
produced by 6 hours’ labour, say 3s. For him, in fact, his 12 hours’ labour is the means of buying the
3s. The value of his labour-power may vary, with the value of his usual means of subsistence, from 3



to 4 shillings, or from 3 to 2 shillings; or, if the value of his labour-power remains constant, its price
may, in consequence of changing relations of demand and supply, rise to 4s. or fall to 2s. He always
gives 12 hours of labour. Every change in the amount of the equivalent that he receives appears to
him, therefore, necessarily as a change in the value or price of his 12 hours’ work. This circumstance
misled Adam Smith, who treated the working day as a constant quantity,10 to the assertion that the
value of labour is constant, although the value of the means of subsistence may vary, and the same
working day, therefore, may represent itself in more or less money for the labourer.

“Let us consider, on the other hand, the capitalist. He wishes to receive as much labour as possible
for as little money as possible. Practically, therefore, the only thing that interests him is the
difference between the price of labour-power and the value which its function creates. But, then, he
tries to buy all commodities as cheaply as possible, and always accounts for his profit by simple
cheating, by buying under, and selling over the value. Hence, he never comes to see that, if such a
thing as the value of labour really existed, and he really paid this value, no capital would exist,
his money would not be turned into capital.

“Moreover, the actual movement of wages presents phenomena which seem to prove that not
the value of labour-power is paid, but the value of its function, of labour itself. We may reduce
these phenomena to two great classes: 1.) Change of wages with the changing length of the working
day. One might as well conclude that not the value of a machine is paid, but that of its working,
because it costs more to hire a machine for a week than for a day. 2.) The individual difference in the
wages of different labourers who do the same kind of work. We find this individual difference, but
are not deceived by it, in the system of slavery, where, frankly and openly, without any
circumlocution, labour-power itself is sold. Only, in the slave system, the advantage of a labour-
power above the average, and the disadvantage of a labour-power below the average, affects the
slave-owner; in the wage-labour system, it affects the labourer himself, because his labour-power is,
in the one case, sold by himself, in the other, by a third person.

“For the rest, in respect to the phenomenal form, “value and price of labour,” or “wages,” as
contrasted with the essential relation manifested therein, viz., the value and price of labour
power, the same difference holds that holds in respect to all phenomena and their hidden
substratum. The former appear directly and spontaneously as current modes of thought; the
latter must first be discovered by science. Classical Political Economy nearly touches the true
relation of things, without, however, consciously formulating it. This it cannot, so long as it
sticks in its bourgeois bourgeois skin. (Marx, Capital, Voulme 1, emphasis ours)
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“The price of labour-power’ is unlike the price of other commodities. When a commodity producer
sells cloth, say, in the market, the sum of money which he receives is simply the price of the
commodity which he has sold. When a proletarian sells his labour-power to a capitalist and
obtains a certain sum of money in the form of wages, that sum of money appears not as the
price of the commodity labour-power but as the price of labour.



“This comes about for the following reasons. First, the capitalist pays the worker his wages after the
worker has expended his labour. Second, wages are fixed either in accordance with the amount of
time worked (in hours, days, weeks) or in accordance with the quantity of product produced.Let us
take our previous example. Let us suppose that the worker works 12 hours a day. During 6 hours he produces
the value of 6 dollars, equal to the value of his labour-power. In the remaining 6 hours he produces the value
of 6 dollars, which is appropriated by the capitalist as surplus-value. As the employer has hired the
proletarian for a full working day, he pays him 6 dollars for the whole 12 hours of his labour. Thus a
false impression is created, as though wages were the price of labour and 6 dollars were full payment
for the whole of the 12-hour working day. In fact, the 6 dollars are/only the value of one day’s
labour-power, whereas the proletarian’s labour has created value equal to 12 dollars. If wages at the
given enterprise are worked out in relation to the product turned out, it looks as though the worker is
paid for the labour expended in every unit of the commodity he has made, i.e., as above, that the
whole of the labour expended by the worker has been fully paid for.

“This deceptive appearance is not an accidental delusion. It arises from the very conditions of
capitalist production, under which exploitation is concealed, slurred over and the relations between
the employer and the wage-worker appear in distorted form as relations between equal commodity
producers.

In reality the wages of the wage-worker are not the value or price of his labour. If we suppose
that labour is itself a commodity and has value, then the magnitude of this value must be
measured by some means. Evidently, the magnitude of “the value of labour”, as of any other
commodity, must be measured by the amount of labour contained in it. Such a supposition
creates a vicious circle: labour is measured by labour.

Further, if a capitalist were to pay a worker “the value of his labour”, i.e., were to pay for his
labour to the full extent, there would then be no source for the capitalist’s wealth, i.e., no
surplus-value, or, in other words, the capitalist mode of production could not exist.

Labour is the creator of the value of commodities, but labour is not itself a commodity and has
no value. What in everyday life is called “the value of labour” is in reality the value of labour-
power.

The capitalist buys on the market not labour but a special commoditylabour-power. The use of
labour-power, i.e., the expenditure of the energy of the worker’s muscles, nerves and brain, is the
process of labour. The value of labour-power is always less than the value newly created by the
worker’s labour. Wages are the payment for only part of the working day, namely, for necessary
labour-time. But in so far as wages take the form of payment for labour the impression is created that
the whole of the working day is fully paid for. For this reason Marx calls wages in bourgeois
society the transmuted form of the value or price of labour-power.

““Wages are not what they appear to be, namely the value, or price, of labour, but only a masked
form for the value, or price, of labour-power.” (Marx, “Critique of the Gotha Programme,” Marx and

Engels, Selected Works, 1950, English edition, vol. I, p. 27.)”

“Wages are the monetary expression of the value of labour power, its price, outwardly appearing as
the price of labour.

“Wages conceal all traces of the division of the working day into necessary and surplus labour-time,
into paid and unpaid labour, and so cover up the relation of capitalist exploitation.”
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“All labour-time is entirely equal in value, the porter’s and the architect’s. So labour-time, and
therefore labour itself, has a value. But labour is the creator of all values. It alone gives the products
found in nature value in the economic sense. Value itself is nothing else than the expression of the
socially necessary human labour materialised in an object. Labour can therefore have no value.
One might as well speak of the value of value, or try to determine the weight, not of a heavy body,
but of heaviness itself, as speak of the value of labour, and try to determine it. Herr Diihring
dismisses people like Owen, Saint-Simon and Fourier by calling them social alchemists {D. K. G.
237}. His subtilising over the value of labour-time, that is, of labour, shows that he ranks far beneath
the real alchemists. And now let the reader fathom Herr Diihring's brazenness in imputing to
Marx the assertion that the labour-time of one person is in itself more valuable than that of
another {500}, that labour-time, and therefore labour, has a value—to Marx, who first
demonstrated that labour can have no value, and why it cannot!

“We have already seen above (“Political Economy”, VI) that it is a contradiction in itself to
speak of the value of labour. As under certain social relations labour produces not only products
but also value, and this value is measured by labour, the latter can as little have a separate value as
weight, as such, can have a separate weight, or heat, a separate temperature. But it is the
characteristic peculiarity of all social confusion that ruminates on "true value" {D. K. G. 78} to
imagine that in existing society the worker does not receive the full "value" of his labour, and that
socialism is destined to remedy this. Hence it is necessary in the first place to discover what the
value of labour is, and this is done by attempting to measure labour, not by its adequate measure,
time, but by its product. The worker should receive the "full proceeds of labour" {D. C. 324}. Not
only the labour product, but labour itself should be directly exchangeable for products one hour’s
labour for the product of another hour's labour. This however, gives rise at once to a very “serious”
hitch. The whole product is distributed. The most important progressive function of society,
accumulation, is taken from society and put into the hands, placed at the arbitrary discretion, of
individuals. The individuals can do what they like with their “proceeds”, but society at best remains
as rich or poor as it was. The means of production accumulated in the past have therefore been
centralised in the hands of society only in order that all means of production accumulated in the
future may once again be dispersed in the hands of individuals. One knocks to pieces one’s own
premises; one has arrived at a pure absurdity.” (Engels, Anti Duhring, emphasis ours)
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“What we have to deal with here is a communist society, not as it has developed on its own
foundations, but, on the contrary, just as it emerges from capitalist society; which is thus in every
respect, economically, morally, and intellectually, still stamped with the birthmarks of the old society
from whose womb it emerges. Accordingly, the individual producer receives back from society —
after the deductions have been made — exactly what he gives to it. What he has given to it is his
individual quantum of labor. For example, the social working day consists of the sum of the
individual hours of work; the individual labor time of the individual producer is the part of the social
working day contributed by him, his share in it. He receives a certificate from society that he has
furnished such-and-such an amount of labor (after deducting his labor for the common funds); and
with this certificate, he draws from the social stock of means of consumption as much as the same



amount of labor cost. The same amount of labor which he has given to society in one form, he
receives back in another.

“Here, obviously, the same principle prevails as that which regulates the exchange of commodities,
as far as this is exchange of equal values. Content and form are changed, because under the altered
circumstances no one can give anything except his labor, and because, on the other hand, nothing can
pass to the ownership of individuals, except individual means of consumption. But as far as the
distribution of the latter among the individual producers is concerned, the same principle prevails as
in the exchange of commodity equivalents: a given amount of labor in one form is exchanged for an
equal amount of labor in another form.

“Hence, equal right here is still in principle — bourgeois right, although principle and practice are no
longer at loggerheads, while the exchange of equivalents in commodity exchange exists only on the
average and not in the individual case.” (Marx, Critique of Gotha Programme)
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"Distribution in the first place should be distribution of the means of production: in whose hands are
the means of production? This is the determinative question. Distribution of the means of production
is what determines distribution of consumer goods." (Marx, ibid)
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“The “exchange of labour for labour on the principle of equal valuation”, in so far as it has any
meaning, that is to say, the mutual exchangeability of products of equal social labour, hence the law
of value, is the fundamental law of precisely commodity production, hence also of its highest form,
capitalist production. It asserts itself in present-day society in the only way in which economic laws
can assert themselves in a society of private producers: as a blindly operating law of nature inherent
in things and relations, and independent of the will or actions of the producers. By elevating this law
to the basic law of his economic commune and demanding that the commune should execute it in all
consciousness, Herr Diihring converts the basic law of existing society into the basic law of his
imaginary society. He wants existing society, but without its abuses. In this he occupies the same
position as Proudhon. Like him, he wants to abolish the abuses which have arisen out of the
development of commodity production into capitalist production, by giving effect against them to the
basic law of commodity production, precisely the law to whose operation these abuses are due. Like
him, he wants to abolish the real consequences of the law of value by means of fantastic ones.

“Our modern Don Quixote, seated on his noble Rosinante, the “universal principle of justice” {D. C.
282}, and followed by his valiant Sancho Panza, Abraham Enss, sets out proudly on his knight
errantry to win Mambrin's helmet, the “value of labour”; but we fear, fear greatly, he will bring home
nothing but the old familiar barber’s basin.” (Engels, Anti Duhring, emphasis ours)
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“For us, distribution is carried out according to labor. We have qualified and unqualified labor.
What is the labor of an engineer? It is augmented simple labor. Here, income is distributed according
to labor. It is impossible to distribute without the law of value. We think that all of the economy is
conducted by plan, but it doesn’t always work that way. We also have a lot of spontaneous action.
We are conscious and don’t calculate the spontaneity by the law of value as a matter of procedure.
There, the law of value exists spontaneously, it brings destruction, and requires an enormous number
of victims. For us the character of the law of value changes, takes on new content, and new form.

We determine prices consciously, not spontaneously.” (Stalin, Economic Problems of USSR)(777
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“Capitalist production is the highest form of commodity production. Commodity production leads to
capitalism only if there is private owner-ship of the means of production, if labour power appears in
the market as a commodity which can be bought by the capitalist and exploited in the process of
production, and if, consequently, the system of exploitation of wageworkers by capitalists exists in
the country. Capitalist production begins when the means of production are concentrated in private
hands, and when the workers are bereft of means of production and are compelled to sell their labour
power as a commodity. Without this there is no such thing as capitalist production.

“Well, and what is to be done if the conditions for the conversion of commodity production into
capitalist production do not exist, if the means of production are no longer private but socialist
property, if the system of wage labour no longer exists and labour power is no longer a commodity,
and if the system of exploitation has long been abolished - can it be considered then that commodity
production will lead to capitalism all the same? No, it cannot. Yet ours is precisely such a society, a
society where private ownership of the means of production, the system of wage labour, and the
system of exploitation have long ceased to exist.” (Stalin, Economic Problems of USSR)
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“Of course, if wages are reduced to their general basis, namely, to that portion of the product of the
producer’s own labour which passes over into the individual consumption of the labourer; if we
relieve this portion of its capitalist limitations and extend it to that volume of consumption which is
permitted, on the one hand, by the existing productivity of society (that is, the social productivity of
his own individual labour as actually social), and which, on the other hand, the full development of
the individuality requires; if, furthermore, we reduce the surplus-labour and surplus-product to that
measure which is required under prevailing conditions of production of society, on the one side to
create an insurance and reserve fund, and on the other to constantly expand reproduction to the
extent dictated by social needs; finally, if we include in No. 1 the necessary labour, and in No. 2 the
surplus-labour, the quantity of labour which must always be performed by the able-bodied in behalf
of the immature or incapacitated members of society, i.e., if we strip both wages and surplus-
value, both necessary and surplus labour, of their specifically capitalist character, then
certainly there remain not these forms, but merely their rudiments, which are common to all
social modes of production.” (Marx, Capital Volume 3)
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“Wages in socialist economy are by their very nature quite different from wages under
capitalism. Since labour-power has ceased to be a commodity in socialist society, wages are no
longer the price of labour-power. They express, not the relation between the exploiter and the
exploited, but the relation between society as a whole, in the shape of the Socialist State, and the
individual worker who is working for himself and for his society.”
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“Since under capitalism wages are the price of labour-power, they usually fluctuate, unlike the price
of other commodities, below value. They do not always enable the workers to satisfy even the
minimum of their requirements. With the abolition of the system of hired labour, the law of value
of labour-power has completely lost its validity as the regulator of wages. The basic economic
law of socialism necessitates the maximum satisfaction of the constantly growing material and
cultural requirements of the whole of society. The emancipation of wages from the limitations of
capitalism enables them to be extended “to that volume of consumption, which is permitted on
the one hand, by the existing productivity of society . . . and on the other hand, required by the
full development of his (the worker’s) individuality”. (Marx, Capital, Vol. III, Kerr edition, p.

1,021) (emphasis ours)
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“Wages are one of the most important economic instruments through which each worker in socialist
society is given a personal material interest in the results of his work: he who works more and better
also receives more. Consequently, wages are a powerful factor in the growth of labour productivity,
enabling the personal material interests of the worker to be correctly combined with State (national)
interests.

“The money form of wages is necessitated by the existence in socialist economy of commodity
production and the law of value. As has already been stated, the consumer goods, which are
necessary to compensate for the expenditure of labour-power are produced and disposed of in
socialist economy as commodities, subject to the operation of the law of value. The money form of
wages allows of flexible and differential assessment of the worker’s share in the social product,
depending on the results of his labour.

“Thus, wages in socialist economy are the monetary expression of the worker’s share in that portion
of the social product which is paid out by the State to workers by hand or brain in accordance with
the quantity and quality of each worker’s labour.

“The money wages of each worker by hand or brain are his individual wages. The source of the
individual wages of the workers engaged in socialist production is the product created for
themselves, and distributed according to work. However, the standard of life of the workers by hand
or brain in socialist society is not determined by individual money wages alone. In addition to
individual wages, large funds are allotted by the State and social organisations for the social and
cultural needs of the working people, out of the product created by labour for society.

“In conformity with the requirements of the basic economic law of socialism and the law of
distribution according to work, the Socialist State plans the wage fund and the wage level for
different categories of workers for each period of development.”
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“Chapter 26 says, "Workers in socialist enterprises who, out of material interest, are concerned with
the results of their own work are the motive forces developing socialist production." (p. 482)

“Chapter 27 says, "Compensation for skilled labor is comparatively high....And this stimulates
workers to raise their cultural and technical level, causing the essential difference between manual
and mental labor to diminish." (pp. 501-03)

“The point here is that higher compensation for skilled labor has spurred unskilled workers to
upgrade themselves continuously so they can enter the ranks of skilled workers. This means that they
studied culture and technology in order to earn more money. In a socialist society every person
entering school to study culture and technology should recognize before anything else that they are
studying for socialist construction, for industrialization, to serve the people, for the collective
interest, and not above all for a higher wage.

“Chapter 28 says, "Distribution according to labor is the greatest force propelling the development of
production.”" (p. 526) And at the end of this page, after explaining that wages rise steadily under
socialism, the unrevised third edition of this textbook even goes so far as to say, "Socialism is
fundamentally superior to capitalism precisely in this." Now to say that socialism is fundamentally
superior to capitalism because wages steadily rise is very wrong.” ( Mao Tsetung, A Critique of
Soviet Economics)
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“Page 530, in its discussion of wage forms, advocates taking piecework wages as primary and the
time-rate as supplementary. We do the reverse. One-sided emphasis on piece rates is bound to create
contradictions between older and younger, stronger and weaker laborers, and will foster among the
workers a psychology of "going for the big ones." This makes the primary concern not the collective
cause but the individual income. There is even evidence that the piece-rate wage system impedes
technological innovation and mechanization.



“The book concedes that with automation, piece-rate wages are unsuitable. On the one hand they say
they want automation widely developed; on the other they say they want piece-rate wages used
widely. This involves a contradiction.”(ibid)
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“The book says that material incentive to labor "spurs increases in production" and "is one of the
decisive factors in stimulating the development of production." But material incentive does not
necessarily change every year. People may not require such incentive daily, monthly, or yearly. In
times of difficulty when incentives are reduced people must still carry on, and that satisfactorily. By
making material incentive a one-sided absolute the text fails to give due importance to raising
consciousness, and cannot explain why there are differences among the labor of people in the same
pay scale. For example, in scale no. 5, one group may carry on very well, another rather poorly, and
a third tolerably well on the whole. Why, with similar material incentive, such differences occur is
inexplicable according to their way of reasoning.

“Even if the importance of material incentive is recognized, it is never the sole principle. There is
always another principle, namely, spiritual inspiration from political ideology.

“And, while we are on the subject, material incentive can not simply be discussed as individual
interest. There is also the collective interest to which individual interest should be subordinated,
long-term interests to which temporary interests should be subordinated, and the interests of the
whole to which partial interests should be subordinated.” (ibid)
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